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RG104 E-1 Box 119 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 119 


Newark Smelting & Refining Works 
Edward Balbach & Son, 

Newark, N.J. 

November 19, 1879 


Mr. J. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. U.S. Mint 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Sir 


Enclosed we hand you a statement of a claim made on us for shortage in assays of our 
silver shipped to the Mint. We have received claims for almost all of the silver lately shipped to 
the Mint, and would like to enquire from you in what manner you assay the bars. On the 
enclosed statement there are three different fineness. The whole shipment was one melting in a 
furnace and was dipped one bar after the other, yet the return has three different fineness. We 
take the sample on which we make our assay out of the furnace before we dip our bars. The 
furnace has a capacity of from 35000 to 40000 ounces and we cannot understand how there can 
be three different fineness in one batch of silver. We therefore call your attention to the matter, 
and would be pleased to hear from you regarding it. Please return enclosed statement and oblige. 


Yours respectfully, 
E. Balbach & Son 
J. Von Luiffenbach 


